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in order to move us to action, and render 1 
beneficial to each other: though moſt of us 
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wiſely ordained by the Great Author of our 
Nature, that we ſhould be ſo, in ſome. degree; : 


are but too apt to. flatter ourſelves, that we are 5 
of greater importance to the world, than the 
gene ü 0 92 6 oe TEE 


It is very poſſible that may be the caſe wit 5 
ond to the Author of the following pages ; 5 1 


who, though he has paſſed his life in a private 


ſtation, has determined to ſet down upon 
gether with the real motives by which he has 
been actuated: thinking that ſuch a detail, i 
it does no other good, may at leaſt afford ſome 
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one, who never pretended to them. 


honeſt heart, and a good intention throughout 


- life, he feels conſcious he may claim; as well 
as ſincerity in this declaration of his views. 
knows that he is 


greater blot on an 


ſhining abilities, muſt not be looked-for in 
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| upon us. But it is a call upon us, to make a 
proper uſe of the a which that gives 
” us, in tepping forth into the world. TO 
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[ * 5 Wollaſton, of Charterhouſe-ſquare eſquire; 
agi of Nature delineated; whoſe ch 


x is well known. The Father a pri- 


vate education at home under the Grand- 
 _ father, as the ſon did under the Father: and 
7 __ poſlibly to that cauſe may be aſcribed, the 
_ thoughtful turn _ was impreſſed ſo early | 


5 For, though he acknow- 
| ed to thoſe who were 

ſet over him as Futors in the languages 3: 
* | ly to Dr. Robert Glynn 7 7 


ttention towards him was continued after he 
went to the uni: 
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of his abode there; the "ny bias 8 | : 


wards religion, and philoſophy, and ſcientific 1 
purſuits, he feels to have imbibed from his „ 
Pather; whoſe memory he muſt ever revere. =. 
| From home he went in June 1748, with 
His next brother Charlton, to Sidney College 
Cambridge; where many of his family, and 
two of his ſons, have received their educa- 
md und © which he truſts m_ have done 
= | ade VVT 
=: . 1 a n 00 the tiny 
of the Law: And he was accordingly admitted 
eat Lincoln's Inn, November 1750; Ry be- 
JA. gan to direct his thoughts that way. But he 
ſ%ſcon diſcerned, that it was a Profeſſion ill 
| ſuited to his diſpoſition. The labour of tht F 
ny {8 ſtudy he did not fear. Neither did he deſpair © | 
vk being able, in ſome degree, to qualify him- - = 
ſſelf for the Bar. But the idea of being to 
= hold himſelf ready, to defend either fide of 
2 = OR re oy queſtion, as clients ſhould happen to re- 
mr tain him, he could not digeſt. This ſtruck 
3 bim long before he mentioned it to any one. 
XN 1 c And this turned his mind towards the Church; 
| in which he thought himſelf ſure, of never” :- 
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| being to defend a poſition, which he did not 
fully in his heart, moons: at 


ta be the truth. 
Vet, in a matter of aach Ampontanbs 10 


determined not to be too haſty. It was to 


| govern his life. The Clerical Office he con- 1 
ſidered as one, not to be taken up without 
mature reflection: and therefore, while he 


Was proſecuting his academical ſtudies, and | 


| ſuch as might be preparatory to either of 
the two Profeſſions; even aſter he thought 
he had ſettled his determination, he re- 


ſolved to allow himſelf yet a full year more, : 
for diſpaſſionate conſideration, — an exami- 


nation of himſelf. 4 85 5 


During that interval, he 50 all oppor- | 


5 tunities of conſulting ſuch books as appeared 


to him beſt to try his heart, and to inform his 
judgement; particularly Biſhop Burnet's Paſ- 


toral Care; and ſeriouſly weighing every part | 
of it. And, at the expiration of the term 
which he had preſcribed to himſelf, having 
then fully made up his mind upon the ſub- 


ject; that it was a Profeſſion he could like 


905 * undertake, and one in which he thought 
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| of the beſt Friends 
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chat a Youn Rs could 


— and had AW afiſtant with his af 


vice to all the younger branches of it. 80 
he was to the Author of theſe pages, and to 
his Brothers : and he continued the fame 
ndneſs, as long as his life was prolonged, 5 
a the Achory ſons as they began to grow 
up. Courting the acquaintance of young men, 


and ſtudying to make his houſe and his 


company agreeable to them, he was always 
open to be aſked advice; and never back- 


CEOS GO ee e TOY 


unaſked, where he ſaw occaſion. | 
This is faid, not in the ſpirit of flattery 
towards one who is far out of the reach of 


flattery; but as a hint to thoſe who may 


read theſe pages, to do the ſame as far as 


their abilities extend: and to young men 
to ſeek out, and to cultivate the acquaintance 


4 Roll TOP wherever wo can find 


ah activ Proferiwene 1 in 


7 view; 2 any — to undertake # Curacy 


OA B4 - a 


it 
5 1 3 of 
* bo - 1 
va 1 & +4 
L 


| tg 1 8 | 55 7 : Deacon 8 Orders at = 
: by the rubric, at the 


. 7 3 choſen to do it; that he wir — oh 
OH: more of bas — Who e 


3 he e do; Ns . any f 


3 51 erich he thought he found it of great ſer- 


Wnt: 6 TS 1 led into a right 3 and thereupon he 


WER ays. endeayored, as far as it was in 


. His pe to do that office for 
Z TEL ms his n * 


A 8 har =. . ee in chat year, 
1 „ . the wag 3 preac 


ther at 


wee young men. ar their firſt coming, to 


2 


wy 


RY PRO - 


a 


et 


— . 
CAE IN + 


2 1 5 — 
Ts * 
8 
ILL 5 T7 
4 a 8 
% RENE: 
5 * . 
* 4 
Wee; þ 
* 
Sat 
* 14 
J 0 
. - * 
£ 1 
88 
1 d 
Y 
. 7 " 
N 
„ 8 * 
q - = 
* * A v 
4 * 3 
* by 
\ 7 +, 8 
: 34 b 
. 2 - 
= 
3 * 
4 ; 
4 - * R 
ya * 
$2.3 * 
8 Cs * 
6 25 
2 2 1 
* 2 F 7 
FR 7 * * = 
* 4 I 
f * 
* = f 
8 þ 
x2 4 
7 A 
8 4 | 
by. 
* 5 . - 
U — 
x C — — 
2 A 
ja Y I 
* 4 o 
— 24 x 
$ x 
* 
1 4 2 
1 . 9 
þ 2 \ 
2 
* 
4 1 
0 
» * 


VF 

10 
> 
Y 
I 
” 
4 


5% 2M 
1 
„ 


e e bee Ds of the cloſet to 
his preſent Majeſty then prince of Wales 
and who had aſked Mr. Wray to recommend 
to him an aſſiſtant, to ſupply his place in that 
pulpit. Mr. Wray immediately thought of 
Mr. Wollaſton; and ſtrongly adviſed him, 
not to decline it : For, though he allowed 


that it was an arduous taſk to begin at once 


; to preach before ſuch a congregation, among | 


whom at that time were three Biſhops ; he 


| obligingly added, that it need not be feared 3 
and would be ſuch an initiation, as would 
conſtrain a young man to exert nn. and : 
render every thing afterward eaſy. _ Rp 
In that ſtation he continued till FE be- 
. ginning of the ſummer 1758: When he mar- 
5 1 ried Miſs Althea Hyde, fifth daughter of John 


Hyde : eſq. of Charterhouſe Square: And, 


: out of delicacy, he declined officiatin g any 
longer at St. Ann's ; leſt, it ſhould hurt the 


feelings of a young Lady of that pariſh, with 
whom a ee Ho been eee two 


Fears befor * 
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In the courſe of 8 . ik way in- 
| Any to che 5 of Dengey i in 2 80 
on 


*vX. 8 10 17 
T But, there being no ould won it, nor any 
one he had taken at Richmond in Surrey; 
near to his Father's ſummer reſidence, till af 
ter the 3 of Eaſt Dercham i in Norfolk 
: | her had a few 1 
ready; (which an 0 
_ of 1763, as he was obliged to rebuild the || 


; | greateſt part of it) he removed to Eaſt Dere- | 
ham; and continued there, i rag . 
viſiting his Parents, till 569 when, by m 


been his principal Refidence. On that oeca - 
8 of Eaft Dereham was ceded 1 Oh 
of courſe; though the Rectory, mm fog. oa 2 
_ propriate Sinecure, was retained.» 13 
0 At Chiſlehurſt he felt himſelf comfortable: 
having a Pariſh entirely to his mind; and * 
within a ſew miles of his Father and Mother, . 4 
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who were ani infirm, and then ſettled 
e eee eee ere 0 


enen, . Weh ee two years, hit 


| fore a matter was d, which much en- 


e eee | "ha —— which he 
in it, having ae, de. miſunderſtood, _ 


— — 
muſt know beſt his own deſigns; that t | 
who come after him, or any who chooſe to 


themſelves about it, may underſtand 


che -oticds of what really was done. 


When he entered on the ſtudy of Der 


it never was his intention jurare in verba 


magiſtri; but to embrace Truth wherever he 
could find it, and to follow whitherſoever it 


ſhould lead him. Before he took his degree; 


he read'd over the Articles he was to ſign; and 


not only the articles, but the Books of Ho- 
milies: and he felt fo well ſatisfied with Bi- 
ſhop Burnet's Expoſition of the former, and 


on that he con- | 

ientiouſly could ſet his ere, to them. 
— ſome time aſter he was in Orders, he was 
1 = _ almoſt 


1 12 5 : 


_ did feel for others who were not ſo orthodox 
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almoſt according to the higheſt acceptation 
of Wn, Yet he tben could, and be then 3 


as Himſelf: and he therefore did not even then 


Creed before any congre- 


for ieee it, he has always left it to his Cu- 


rates to uſe their own diſcretion when they of- = 
. iciated in his ſtead. He was told, from high 
authority, that, to uſe the words of a great 


x 


Prelate, it is to be wiſhed that we were well 


rid of it:“ but he was aſſured, that 1 


Clergyman thought it beſt to neglect reading 0 


it; the omiſſion which could not be autho- 


rized, might be connived at. For his part, 


Whatever be the Doctrines of that Creed 
(founded as they appear therein to be, on an 


_ enigmatic confuſion of ideas, and of language) 
the Damnatory Clauſes, he always thought 
highly unfit to come from the meuth GE a 


true diſciple of Chriſt. 


As he proſecuted his Wente at a 5 


og began to waver on. ſome points of the 


received doctrine, which he had thought . 
TO Foe he 885 reconciled himſelf to 


the 


1 


: the enen given of them. Perla ps he 

was, more than he ought, inclined ſo to do. For, 
having engaged in the Miniſtry, and think- 
| ing that he was doing good in it, he certainly 
was unwilling to let any unneceſſary ſcruples- 
turn him aſide, and render him incapable of 
1 r uſeful in that line. | 


After he got to Chiſlehurſt, Queſtions * 
that nature began to be debated openly. A 
Society aſſembled at the Feathers. Tavern, 


drew up a Petition which they preſented t_ 
the Houſe of Commons, for the entire aboli- = 
tion of Subſcription to any. Articles of Faith 
whatſoever. Though refuſed to be received 
by the majority in that Houſe, F ebruary 6, 


1772; yet the Debate upon it, gave riſe 


to a great deal of talk among all ranks. of | 
men; but more eſpecially among. the Cler- | 
gy, and the Members of the two Univerſities: 


Mr. W. knowing his ſentiments, which till 


that time he had kept within his own breaſt, 
thought it his Duty then to explain himſelf 
to thoſe to whom he held himſelf amenable; 

| and waited on the Archbiſhop, and the 
: Res of his Dioceſe, to declare his diſap- 


e . 


1 


jun ee as rs, enen 


tion too, of the length to which the late 


Petition had extended, in which he there- 


fore had not joined; and of the manner in 
which redreſs had been defied in an e. 
ſiaſtical matter, without 
 elefiaſtical ſuperiors upon it. 


In the beginning of the following: 1 
mer, he was appointed to preach the Viſita - 
Archdeacon Law: and he conſidered that, 26 


à ſort of call upon him to declare his ſenti- 


ments yet more openly. He did fo. But - 
though invited by ſome of the Clergy preſent, 
ſe public; he, who never 


to make that di 
would diſſemble his opinions, never was de- 
| fin who. advantage that could ce c the 
ns from his 


But before the cloſe of the a hes was 


1 54 to think differently on that 


For, learning that che Petition to Parliament 


5 e Feathers Tavern, was intended to be 
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| owed the enſuing Seffion ; and finding. N 
the mean time, that very many of the Clergy, 
who were like himſelf unwilling to join with 
| the Petitioners, wiſhed to fee the affair of 


Subſeription taken up by the Biſhops -them- 


ſelves, and reduced to ſome leſs exception- 


able terms; it occurred to him, and he was 


therein ſupported by the advice of ſeveral 


very reſpectable friends, that it might be of 


ſeaſonable ſervice to the public, to ſet on foot 
fome application from the Clergy to the Bench 
of Biſhops, to deſire them to undertake it. 
This thought gave 
Clergy; which he publiſhed in November 
1772; ſending a copy to each of the Biſhops, | 


riſe to his aug to the 


pee e eg e *g 
dom. 
Oe e s Mosch ben he 3 Oe 


him with it; and to whom he was making an 


apology for not having conſulted him before 


the publication, replied, © You did right, not 


© to ſhew it to any of us: It is then res in- 


© tegrs to us all.” 1 hope,” added: hes 


« You do not inſinuate that we are againſt 
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letters were received; whoſe names, if 
known, would do honour to the Author. 
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ſcheme proved abortive, it 
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„ to the worldly 
gether with the want of it in "kins” I Th N 
of a few reſpectable Clergy in 


ME! N the late Dr. Dodd, chac be . to 2 of 


t number, occaſioned the meeting ta be 
brought on ſooner than was intended: in 
+. order to avoid a man, with whom the Author 
1 he _ never choſe to have any connection whatſo- 
1 > ever; and who, he thought, do no 
credit to the meeting. It was held in- Ten- 
on's Library. Dr. Yorke, then Dean of. 


Lincoln, ſince 'B 
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Chair. Dr. 8 ſince Bp. of Landes; : 
Dr. my, afterwards Bp. of Dromore; Dr. 
Salter, . Maſter of the Charterhouſe; Dr. 
Owen, Chaplain to Bp. Barrington; and a 
few more, were preſent. The Author, not 
preſuming to take the lead; but, after hav- 
ing invited the Clergy, meaning to be led 
Pc rargh did not bring forward any Form of 

' Addreſs to the Bench. In that he has perhaps 

to blame himſelf for its miſcarriage. Had 

he produced one, he ſaw little reaſon to doubt 
of its being ſigned (very probably with ſome 

little alteration) by the members preſent ; who, 
profeſſing the greateſt regard for the preſent 

lg Church Eſtabliſhment, declared their wiſh to 

be, to have a reviſal of the Articles and Li- 

turgy, and the Forms of Subſcription (the very 

ſiame as the Author himſelf: had declared): 
and who hoped to ſet forward an applica- 

tion to the Bench of Biſhops, for that pur» 
| poſe. Had ſuch a Form been then ſigned, 
he had authority from ſeveral others in dif- 
nem ee to {et their Names | 

. Sui | particular the Author ſeems to 
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his Grace on the propriety of the meaſure. 
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5 have been to blame. Being aſked by: 1 
members preſent, what the bench of Biſhops 
thought upon the ſubject; and whether he 


ſuppoſed they would approve of ſuch an 
application? he did not think it became 


him to diſcloſe, what had paſſed in private 


converſation with them; and waved giving 


any decided anſwer. In conſequence of that 


it was, that the members determined, that 


the Drs Yorke and Porteus, ſhould wait on the 
Abp. of Canterbury; and communicate to 


They did ſo, on a day appointed by the 
Archbiſhop, a little before Chriſtmas; who 
replied, © That he would lay their wiſhes be- 


fore his brethren, as ſoon after the holi- 


« days as there ſhould be a ſufficient number 


in town: and in the mean time, he de- 
_ & fired, that the matter might await their 


«© determination.” His Grace then aſked, 


0 Whether many of the Clergy in different 


« parts of the kingdom were appriſed of their 


© requeſt; and concurred with them in it?” 
: And, upon receiving an anſwer in the affinma- 


C2 tive, 
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: tive, he added, „ That he 97 it for FEAT 
there were many of the fame. opinion; 
and that this would RNS for 


<« the preſent.” 
| When the iſſue of the meeting in Teani- 


- Gon s Library was reported the next morning 
to one of the Bench, he ſeemed much cha- 
- grined; and ſaid to the Author, Then there 

2 s an end of the matter. This deputation | 

will defeat your ſcheme. A perſon may 


4“ like to have an application made to him, 


and may not object to its being in ſtrong 
terms; but he cannot aſk for it. Though 
you was unwilling to ſay that the Biſhops 
_ « approve of your plan; you might have 
e faid, that you had mod reaſon to think _ 
do not diſapprove.” : - ny 
His Lordſhip's words were 1 too true. - 
be Archbiſhop intended, as it was intimated, 
to get a meeting of the Biſhops at Lambeth; 
do conſult together upon the affair: But his 
ow intentions were ' overruled, by thoſe 


few who ſet their faces againſt the plan. He 
was perſuaded to aſk opinions ſingly :. and 
l ſome ſew 5 ſtrenuous opponents 
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{among whom 1 was one great Biſhop, who | 
had had the pamphlet above a fortnight on- ' 


| his table; and when preſſed, was forced to 


acknowledge that he had never read'd it, 
though he had argued vehemently againſt 
it); while others were ſhy of venturing to 
ſpeak out freely for it; the matter went no 
_ farther. Without any meeting of the Biſhops - 
at all, an intimation was ſent, that the pro- 
poſed application to them would not be ac- 
ceptable; ſince © it was neither PRO nor 


. afe to do any thing.” | 
There the whole dropped to the N ; 


wt never was reſumed. The Author wrote 
immediately to all thoſe, from whom he had 


received letters of requeſt that their names 
might be added to the addreſs, to inform 


them of its failure: and he then conſigned 


their letters to the flames; that nothing might 


appear againſt them through his means. 
After having thus publicly, and he thought 


reſpectfully, borne his teſtimony to the Pro- 


priety, and what he eſteemed the Neceſſity 
of a Reviſal of the Forms of Subſcription in 


N e Church of England ; ; he then ſet himſelf 
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could thenceforward fit at caſe after fo full 


nd public an avowal of his ſentiments. 
I l̃kͤe propoſed ap tion to the bench of 


Biſhops, put · by the Clerical Petition to Par- 


5 liament, which it had been the intention to 
Seſſion. But, a Petition from 
| he Diſſenting Miniſters, to be releaſed from 
. _ ſubſcription to moſt of the Articles of the 
Church of England; which had been re- 
ceived by the Houſe of Commons, and 
. . a a Bill in 1772; and had afterwards been 
tthrown out by the Lords; every Biſhop in 

77 the houſe voting a it (miſled by one, 
, : who had declared at a meeting at Lambetl 
[tha he hoped they would all oppoſe it, and 
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| e e ranks of men; and ce 
ſioned frequent diſcuſſions, in private conver- 


ſations and in print, during that whole year, 
Though nothing was done in a public way, 
either for the relief of the Clergy or the Diſ- 


ſenters, during that interval; yet thoſe diſ- 
Ss cuſſions which took place, prepared the way 


for ſome degree of caſe to both; in which 


e eee to e . 


| ſome ſhare. 
1 Debates on PE Clerical Petition laid 


E open the glaring impropriety of requiring 


ſubſcription from the Diſſenters: which, the 
more it was canvaſſed, became the more 


oz clearly manifeſt to every one. The Author, 


being at that time in the habit of converſing 


orders of men, ſoon found that the defenſe 
made by the greateſt advocates for retaining 
the Clerical Subſcriptions, pleaded more and 


more ſtrongly for the exempting of the Diſ- 
ſenters from it: and that the Lords Manſ- 


feld and Camden were then become pub- 
” liely their advocates ; While the greater part 


of the bench — were now 
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into oppoſing them. Perceiving this, he 


did for the Diſſenters what he knew he 


ſhould wiſh to have done for him, had he 


been in their caſe; and gave intimation to 


ſome leaders in the Diſſenters committee, that 

if they renewed their application in moderate 

terms, they might expect to ſucceed. Though 

it was delayed through ſome differences a- 

mong 1 ee OPy the ies n him to 8 

in the A ; 
The fame * dvds ths courſe - 

1 that year, led him to the thought, that a 

publication of the effect of theſe debates 


upon men's minds, might be of effential ſer- 


vice to the peace of tender motos whe- 
cher any alteration in the mode of Subſcrip-- 
tion were made by any act of the legiſlature, or 


5 not. This gave riſe to a Pamphlet, publiſhed f 


at ſirſt under the title of Confiderations on the 


State of Subſcription to the Articles and Liturgy - 


of the Church of England towards the cloſe of the 

Eo 1773: a Copy of which was put into the 

hand of every member of each Houſe of Par- 

|. lament, on the nr of the Seſſion 1774. 
. | 0 The 


1 25 1 Pn 
| The title was ſoon altered to The State of 
Subſcription to, &c. to diſtinguiſh it from one, 
publiſhed about the ſame time at Cambridge, 
entitled, Confiderations on the Propriety of re- 

" quiring Subſcription, Ge. by « the then JOY 
of Carliſle. : 
* T0 Ws Pamphlet, which Mr. W. publiſhed | 


under the fi gnature of a Conſiſtent Proteſtant ; 8 


after tracing the origin of ſubſcription to 
5 Articles of Faith in general, and our own in 
particular; what attempts had been made at 
various intervals to ſoften the Terms, or to 
releaſe people entirely from any ſpecific de- 
claration upon ſome ſpeculative points con- 
tained in them; and what had been urged 
more fully of late, from various orders and 
deſcriptions of men, both within and without 
the pale of our eſtabliſhed Church; he gives 
a ſtring of refinements on the different man- 
ner in which ſubſcription is underſtood by 
different Defenders of it. Various indeed they 
are: and contradictory to each other. Vet 
is there no one among them all, but what 
the Author himſelf had heard, or ſeen in writ- 
ing, from ſome of the warmeſt advocates for 


Tur 


the continuance of ſubſcription in the then 


Form: e eee eee 


thoſe who had oppoſed his former ſcheme. 


The Concluſion to be drawn from it was, 


and indeed it was the deſign of the publica- 
tion to make known, that, however unfeeling 


ſome ſtiff Divines and high- church Laity had 
ſhewn themſelves, in oppoſing all applications 


for relief, their own mterpretations of ſub- 5 | 


ſcription had given it. Thoſe who could not 


_ conſcientiouſly ſet their hands to what they 
did not fully and literally acknowledge to be 


true, wiſhed and petitioned to be releaſed 
from ſuch a burthen; or to have the terms 
ſoftened. Yet the Defenſe which theſe rigid 


ones had ſet up, was ſo compleat a departure 


from the original avowed intent of ſubſerip- 
tion, that it had ceaſed through their inter- 


pretation to be any declaration of a man's 
opinion at all. Subſcription had indeed pro- 


feſſed to be, © for the avoiding of diverſity | 


- _< of opinions: but theſe over- warm advo- 


cates for it, had declared, that a latitude of in- 


terpretation muſt be allowed; and indeed, 
| nent almoſt from the firſt been 


"Ins, 


„ 
Hl allowed, in the underſtanding of the Anion 
and the Subſcription to them. The Biſhop 


. to ſee them ſubſcribed by each perſon, be- 


fore he receives any eccleſiaſtical appoint- 


ment at his Lordſhip's hands: He is to recon- | 


dcile that to his conſcience as he may. But, 
by theſe interpretations, the difficulty was 
removed. By the authority of the mg Or- 
tbodbæ it was declared; that the Biſhop himſelf 
did not look upon it, neither was it to be 
looked upon, as any avowal of a man's ſpe- 
cific opinion one way or another. Shameful as 
this is, and diſgraceful to the Church; yet is 
this the ground upon which Subſcription to 
her Articles has ſtood ever ſince; and ſeems 
likely to continue. And ſo that Pamphlet 
ſtated it. But ſurely the Blame and the Diſ- 
grace muſt lie; not on thoſe, who peaceably 
endeavored to obtain an amendment, by a 
reſpectful application to the Biſhops them- 
ſelves to propoſe it in the way they ſhould 
judge moſt proper; but on thoſe, who fo 
unfeelingly and ſo ungeneroully oppoſed it, 
at a time when it might have been done with 


. . 28 1 
The Times, not long after this, became very 
different. And then perhaps a ſtrong Re- 


| demanded attention. But the Author of the 
' Addreſs to the Clergy, never choſe to force, 
what was refuſed to be granted to him on 
peaceable terms. He was urged' to the at- 


tempt by One, who told him thoſe were the ; 
ſeaſons for carrying a point: and, that if a 
man ſcrupled to make uſe of ſuch an ad- 


vantage, he muſt never hope to ſucceed. 


Vet was that method of procedure, not ſuited 


to the Author's diſpoſition. Neither was it, 
what the Perſon who preſſed it then, would 


_ himſelf have liked when N was afterward 5 


High i in Office. 


This Pamphlet was Cs Ai 


by another; entitled, Queries relating to the 


Book of Common Prayer with propoſed amend- 5 


ments : the occaſion of which was explained 


in the introduction. When the Author of the 
Addreſs to the Clergy, propoſed a reviſion of 
the Articles and Liturgy; ſome affected to ob- 
ject, that no particulars were ſpecified ; that 


55 19 1 to have hin out ſuch parts as 


appeared 5 


monſtrance from a large Body, might have 


1 ane 
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. 8 to kim objectionable, which might 
then have been taken into conſideration ; but 
that ſuch a vague requeſt, could tend to no 
| A ſtale trick: the conſtant reſort of 

3 | mean ſpirits, when they do not intend to pay 

attention to what is deſired. - But, to preclude 

all reaſonable objection, the Author no ſooner 
felt himſelf quite clear from thoſe who kindly 
had connected themſelves with him in the 
application to the Biſhops, than he.committed 
his thoughts to paper: ſtating them in the 
form of Queries, for ſeparate and almoſt de- 
tached conſideration ; as moſt ref] pectful from 
a private perſon to the public. 
Among them, many things were Sends 
as Queſtions to be conſidered, which do not 
offend him in the leaſt ; but which he thought 
might be ſpared, or at leaſt might be ſoftened, 
for the ſatisfaction of others. One Idea he 
ventured. to ſuggeſt ; which he believes was 
new, and he fears gave diſpleaſure at the 

Py time; the impropriety of reciting any Creed 

at all in a place of public worſhip durin ig the 

5 time of divine ſervice. To that, many per- 

1 ö ſons have — acceded, who did not at the 

firſt. 
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: firſt. But be muſt conſe, that he has con= 
tinued of the ſame opinion: That, however 
proper a Creed may be on certain occaſions, 
to which he means not to object; he ſees no 
advantage, but manifeſt diſadvantage to the 
cauſe of true Chriſtianity, in making any one, 
however general be its terms, à part of Com- 
mon Prayer: more eſpecially in having three 
Creeds, and one of them ſo very objectionable 
in ſome 1 as 8 . * A 
naſian. 5 
Theſe peice were wha as it was 
expected they would, by thoſe in authority ; 
though addreſſed to them, and preſented: to 
them. But the Author had the ſatisfaction of 
hearing them commended by many whoſe 
opinions he valued, even before he acknow- 
ledged them to have come from his pen: and 
he has had that ſatisfaction many times fince, 
= perſons to whom he is a ſtranger. . 
For ſome months indeed, he was e | 
to be known as the parent of either of theſe 
two publications, after he would otherwiſe 
have divulged it ; leſt the connection he had 


wich Dr. Yorke then Dean of Lincoln, ſhould 
be 


aol 


ba any hindrance to his advancethent to the : 


See of St. Davids, to which he was deſtined, 


but which for a long time was delayed. When 


appointed by him to preach the Conſecration 
Sermon, he deſired to decline it; and begged 
of the Biſhop to reconſider the matter, and 
to conſult his friends : becauſe, though he was 


ſenſible of the honour done him, and heartily 
- thanked his Lordſhip, he wiſhed and adviſed 


him to think of one not ſo marked as Mr. W. 
He prepared a Diſcourſe, which he truſted 


would have given no offenſe, though it muſt 


be treading on tender ground: but, on the 


whole, he was not difpleaſed when he was 


releaſed from it. 


A little before that time, thn thi des 
of Wincheſter ; who, from his former ſtation 
as Preceptor, was in the habit of much con- 


verſation with His Majeſty ; told the Author, 
that © Inquiry had been made concerning 
7M him, in conſequence of his Addreſs to the 
« Clergy.” And the Biſhop added, ſeemingly 


from himſelf, that © he hoped on the diſap- 
46 pointment of his ſcheme for obtaining << 


"8 t he would not ſecede from the Church.“ 


This 
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5 buch a lathe. To that, he received an ex- 


| Rs - plicit anſwer immediately. But, that eee 
i © BE: might be no miſtake in words ſpoken, as ſoon 


_ © - as Mr. W. returned home, he wrote a letter to 


1 his Lordſhip; explaining fully and freely his 


85 b view in the publication of the Addreſs3 to- 
* with his ſentiments on 2 Subſcription. 


y - 1 he declared, That while all par- 
e ties underſtood each other, he could acquit 


8 18 0 «, himſelf of deceit in evading the lit 
"7 moſt obvious meanin g of worde. * That, | 


„ Wo bond fide e FP into 0 Miniftry, and 
a ſolemnly pledged himſelf to do his beſt i in 
f 1 ; > it: and till it ſhould appear clearly, that he 
3 no longer to continue in it, he 
e thought himſelf bound not to quit it. 
The letter was intended to be ſhewn to his 
Majeſty, if the Biſhop. ſaw proper. And it 
15 . is apprehended that it was. Its contents 


certainly were communicated: the Biſhop in- 


| forming che writer ſoon after, that he was y 
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Os Fam in our Formularies has ceaſed: 
5 . and with it all endeavors on the part of Mr. 
Wollaſton, though repeatedly urged to it b/7 


„ inconfiderate. Indeed, eee 


TR | he cannot but continue firm to the Cauſe of 
8 Th and cannot but wiſh moſt earneſtly, 
3 þ as he has ever done in his heart, that the 
2 very ſhadow or ſuſpicion. of diſſimulation, 
might! be removed from the Clergy; the Times 


Have been ſuch, that He not only has ceaſed 

| : to move for any alteration, but has diſcou- 
aged and would ſtrongly diſſuade any at- 
tempts towards it. He truſts, wirh moſt full and 
Aſſured confidence, that TRUE-CHRISTIANITY 

will i in the end prevail over all oppoſition. But 

he knows that man muſt wait, till the Al- 

5 1 Ruler of us all, judges that men 


5 are properly diſpoſed to receive it. When 
. that ſhall, be, is -yet in the womb of 
time. . Perhaps, not many generations dif- | 
Ta bee * Ty ſee I BEGINNINGS 
Ep m the 
wf, * "ng RY more, may - the 
3 blapheming and ferocious ſpirit of the firſt 
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| movers; who ae inolt clearly mere inſtru 
ments, in the hand of he Gop whom they 
deny, fof purging mankind of their errors, and 


forwarding the wiſe deſigns of His providence. 


Then will all parties be brought to a more 
firm acknowledgement of Tux TRUTH; and 
ſucceeding generations will ſee Good ſpring up, 
out of the preſent accumulation of Evil. Pro- 
phecies ſeem to point that Waxy. 
Vet though nothing was e 65 Mr. 
W. which ouptit'to give offenſe to Teatomäbfe 
men, he did not eſcape ill-natured alpefſions. 
The few ſtrictures on his Addreſs to the 
he ſuffered to die in ſilence the death ey 
deſerved. His venturing to propoſe an 
tion in the terms of ſubſci 
preted as if lie diſbelieved all the Articles. 
His propoſing to concede in ſome points to 


the wickes of thoſe, who could not recon- 


eile themſelves to every part of our L 
. repreſented as if he himſelf wanted to 
expunge the Whole. He was told that e 


had gone too far. The Orthodox called him 


Socinian; as they now affect to denominate 
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to be. Thoſe who allow themſelves to be 
Socinian; (which they now affect to call Uni- 


tarian, as if none were Unitarians but they) 
began to reckon him as almoſt one of their 
' own number. Pamphlets, and even Books, 


were ſent to him from the one, to bring him 
back to the acknowledgement of the Athana- 


ſian Doctrine; from the other, to call him 


off from it. He read'd them all: And he 


read'd them all with care, and diveſted as 


far as he could from prejudice ; being deter- 


mined, as he had always been, to follow 
5 whitherſoever Truth ſhould lead. But, while 
he guarded himſelf againſt an obſtinate ad- 


guard againſt too haſty a change. A Dig- 


he underſtands it was, ſent him a book pub- 


liſhed under his auſpices; by which it has 
been faid, that Mr. W. was reclaimed from 
Socini Had that been fo, Mr. W. 


a andy 1 have acknowledged it. But 
the truth is; no one ever was farther from 


D2 | „„ 
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che leading Characteriſtic of Socinianiſm, * 
he has been in every part of his life. For, 


though a large ſet, nine folio volumes, of the 
Fratres Poloni, were given to him by one 


of that perſuaſion ; he muſt confeſs that he 
never could think of wading through them. 


He was always willing to hear and to con- 


ider what any one could ſay on either fide 
.: of any queſtion; and thereupon moſt 11. 

clined to look into ſuch Authors as were 
of an opinion contrary to his own: but the 

little that he has dipped into any of thoſe 


volumes, while | ſufficient to prove to him 
the ſincerity of the writers, did not ſo far 


make him hæſitate, as to think it neceſſary 
to waſte his time in diving deeper. What 
he has heard in converſation, or read'd in 
. the writings of Prieſtley, (whoſe parts and 
learning he admires, but whoſe injudicious 
vehemence he laments) and of Lindſey (whoſe 


conſcientious conduct he reveres) he thought 
ſufficient, to give him an inſight into the 


main force of what can be urged on that fide: 
but far ſhort were they, of bringing him to 
| accede. to that - or in L any degree to 


lean 
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lean that way. He ever did think, the Atha- 
naſſans the Arians and the Socinians equally 
| fincereCuRIsTIANS: and ALL L equally to blame, 
for denying that appellation to each other. 


From that Opinion he will not eaſily be 
driven. To adopt entirely the interpretations 
of either, he does not ſuppoſe he ever ſhall. 
But, whatever his own ſentiments have been 
on thoſe matters, or whatever they may be, 


he has been moſt fully perſuaded, that he 
ought not to call himſelf a Chriſtian, if he. 
_ denies to others that liberty of underſtanding 
and interpreting the holy ſcriptures for . = 
. ſelves, which he claims on his part. 
he has always publicly maintained; 5 4 
ways muſt maintain. He fincerely * 
1 others would do ſo too. 

This led him into taking the part he did 


. of the Diſſenters, an 4 matter of” 

. conſcience, in 1774. But when, ſome years, 

after, they applied for a repeal of the Corpora- 
tion and Teſt Acts, the Caſe ſeemed to him 


widely different. Mr. W. was aſked by ſome 

of the Biſhops, as well as others, what he 

thou * on that head. 00 does not pro- 
h 'D 3 ume 
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all to be of one perſua- 
ach as it ſerved to keep up a 
between them and the Church- 


been left to them 


ks his: part he muſt confeſ 


of us Sedo ours with theſe watohes . 
over us: ſtill leſs ſhould we be inclined te 
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3 to the * applications for the repeal of. 


| 15 Corporation and Teſt Acts, Mr. W. muſt 
udd; that he has conſidered them as trials of 
political ſtrength, rather than as ariſing from 
any religious or conſcientious motive what- 
ſoever. Among the Diſſenters, as among all 


ranks and deſcriptions of men, there are the 
good and the bad, the peaceable and the diſ- 


ſatisfied: and in every community, the tur- 


bulent are thoſe who take the lead. It is far 
from certain, that the peaceable among them 
have really. any deſire that it ſhould be grant- 
ed: nay, many of the other deſcription would 
be diſappointed of their aim, if it were; be- 
cauſe their with is, to raiſe a clamour: And 
they all know. the Difſenting Intereſt would 
in a few years. be annihilated if once thoſe 
diſtinctions were at an end. Yet in the 1 
ſent ſtate of things, that which might, and 
Which perhaps ought to have been granted 
unaſked, or to have been ceded to a modeſt 
requeſt from the peaceable; he thinks cer- 
tainly ought not to be given up, to the threats 


and arrogant demands of the turbulent. The 
vehemence of one or two Leaders, has hurt 
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2 Ws Diſſenting Intereſt . in the 1 
of many a by-ſtander. Mr. W. who honours 
the integrity of the Body in general, has 
been ſorely vexed at the N conduct 
of: ſhane. 
In the ſpring of 1777 0 was e by 
Dr. Vorke then Biſhop of St. Davids, to the 
| Precentorſbip in that Cathedral. N othing 
paſſed by way of animadverſion upon that 
promotion, which ever came to his ears. But 
two years after that, when he was preſented 
to the United Pariſhes: of St. Vedaſt Forſter 
and St. Michael le Quern London, by the 
Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, at the nomi- 
nation of Dr. Greene then Biſhop of Lincoln, 
he was not fo happy. The diſappointed 
Curate of that Church, who had been recom- 
. mended to the Chapter for that Rectory ; to- 
gether with certain of the Minor Canons of 
the Cathedral, diſappointed on their parts too; 
were generally ſuppoſed to be the perſans 
concerned in miſrepreſenting his actions, not 
only in private, but in the public papers *. 
* Scorning duplicity at all times; and at all times hurt at the 
thought of a Clergyman, at his firſt entrance upon a Cure, being 
- Rs | N 


tel 


ak that ere or falſe: They nei- 
ther Cm mne of animad- 


to interrupt Divine Service by Forms of Law ; though he had 
ſo publicly exonerated his conſcience from any ſhadow of ſub- 
terfuge in his ſubſcriptions and [declarations z he thought it 
became lim to explain to the. congregation, the reaſon for what 
he was then to read before them, and the authority by which 
that was required. This he did in the following words. 
1 Brethren. It ſeems neceſſary that I ſhould now interrupt 
„ your devotion, while 1 comply-with .certain Forms. which 
are appointed to be gone through during the time of divine 
n "ſervice ſoon after our firſt entrance upon a Parochial Charge; 
Which, though Forms of Law, and foreign to Devotion, 
. muſt not be omitted while the laws of our cauntry are ſup- 

' 4 poſetl to require our compliance. 
Arbe firſt is x very ddd Form, of above 200 years fianding: 
4: hereby: it is underſtood that the Articles ſaid to be agreed 
Coca in the year 1662, commonly called-the 
39 Articles, are to be read'd in your preſence: and for 
« which accordingly I . in the firſt place beg your _ 
<tience,” | | 
After reading them, He th 0 | 5 
FThbeſe are all the 39 Articles fd to ds upon 3 
% Convocation in the year x 662: of which it was ordered, by 
an AR of the year 1572, that ſuch only as concern the Con- 
A feſſion of the true Faith, and the Doctrine of the; Sacra- 
ments, ſhould be read'd in the Church whereof we have the 
Cure, im the time of Common Prayer there. But as it has 
u never been ſpecified, by any Act whatſoever, which of the 
jos are II . been 


| [ns 4 

| verſion fibm Hin. The latter were repri- 

nnen for 
the 

dag o ren men al "This 1 tave thirekdie done 

« accordingly ; of which you have been witneſſes: And now, 


in obedience to that Law, 5 — 
e theretnto, 


i« Vis a L096 Ge wv Ockertiry les esse in 
e the Act of Uniformũty of K. Cha. IT. 1661: 'which requires, 


that after reading the Morning and Evening Prayers ap- 


4 pointed to be read'd by and according to the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer; of my having done which you now have been 
4 witneſſes; 'T declare thy unfeigned aſſent and conſent to the 
« Vip of l things thetvin tontiitied and $rifcrided: And m 
4 J make · that Declaration in theſe words following which I do 


| % accordingly make uſe of for that purpoſe and no other. I 
| © Franeis Wollaſton do hereby declare my urifeigned aſſent 
and conſent to all and every thing contained and preſcribed 
© in and by the Book entitled the Book of Common Prayer 
"4 28 
f 1 
« Of ri dota this iſo Jo dw hes Witt, 


e Bat the fie L enjoins likewiſe, in a following clauſe 


« Which is a little altered by a ſubſequent Statute, that not- 
« withſtanding this Declaration 1 have now made in a pre- 
i ſcribed Form of Words, I ſhould read before you a Decla- 
4 ration made before the Vicar General of the Lord Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, to much the fame effect, though in a different 
« Form of Words; of which this Paper is a certificate.” 
The Declaration, and the nen "A were chen 


; read'd; aſter which He added, 
«This 


* 


* 5 15 
: * 7 +> 
e 


| „ 1 4% 5 
me illiberality of their conduct. The former 
could receive no rebuke, excepting from his 


own 


is (P 
to require, that I ſhould declare the ſame again in Your | 
, preſence : And therefore, I dp declare that I will conform to 
the Liturgy of the Church of England as it is now by law 
L eſtabliſhed : Which ſurely, every Miniſter of the eſtabliſhed 
4 Church muſt be ready to conform unto; and ready to de- 
clare the ſame upon every occaſion ; though the repeating 
of Declaration upon Declaration he muſt eſteem unneceſ- 
I ſary: and the interrupting of Divine Service for theſe pur. 
«4: poſes, what nothing but the poſitive commands of certain 
Ro made while the minds of men were warm way _ 
4 diſturbances, yet ſtill in force, can juſtify,” ?, 
: dr efey complies You now are witaeiks: And 
therefore, having gone through thoſe Forms of Law, let us 
e return to, what is more becoming this place, and my ſtation 
among you, and refume our Devotions to Almighty God; 
* aſking His pardon for this interruption, and offering vp to 
Him the concluding Prayer for this day's ſervice.” 
This was repreſented, in a very illiberal letter in one of the 
news papers (manifeſtly ſhewing itſelf to be drawn up by a 
. perſon connected with sohtE of the Minor Canons of St. Pauls) 
as if he had ſaid, that, * the buſineſs he was then engaged i in, 
Foun oth ions xc unneceſſary; and that he begged 
« pardon of his hearers for being guilty of it: And that nothing 
but the preſcription of the Church could impel him to it.” 
Had he run through the Ceremony in the uſual way, the fame 
perſons would moſt pe have accuſed him of in- 
Faceriiyp. | 
3 


own conſcience, when he was convicted of 
ſowing the ſeeds of diſſention between the 
new Rector and his Pariſhioners, by a mis- ſtate- 
ment at the time when he meaned to relin- 
quiſh the Curacy ; pretending it as a grievance. 
that he was to be: diſmiſſed ; when in reality 
it was made clear to the leading Members of 
the Pariſh, that he had underhand engaged 
himſelf to another more lucrative Cure (which 

he certainly had a right to do moſt openly) 
after he was aſſured, not only in words but in 
writing, that he __ have e at 8t. 
Vedaſts. 

That he quitted it, was very 5385 1 to 
be greatly to the ſatisfaction of Mr. W.: be- 
cauſe it made an opening for Mr. Prince to be 
recommended to him by one of the Church 
wardens; than whom he could not have had 
an Aſſiſtant more compleatly to his mind, and 
* believes to that of the Pariſhioners | in ge- 


 "Itis e eee may think he was indiſcreet, in 
ai any words from himſelf: yet it appeared to him to be 
but proper, in mis caſe. He might judge wrong: for he is 
not exempt from error. But it certainly did not deſerve the 
rancour with which he has been purſued, in DR of | 
R if an indiſcretion it was. 
„„ 1 EE _ 
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3 : after ten years diligent attention to the Pa- 
3 riches, he could not but bear due teſtimony to 
his merit, on his being propoſed for the 
Chaplaincy of the Magdalen Hoſpital ; to 

hs eee Tres: 

1 ee ite nende coming 

to hide. finally to ſettle the affair of 

the Curacy, whether he choſe to continue it 

| or tot, Mudd: to «diver anbich has 


without its conſequences. On mention being 


made concerning the Society for Prong 
Chriftian 8 to whoſe late ſecre 


upon was authorized, to propoſe Mr. 
W. ase member. He did fo. ut, though he 


on. He was informed of the event directly. 
But it was not till four days after, he wrote a 


rejected 


«Ss. Sw” & »/ 


= 2 « notify to Mr. W. his having 


© a 985 every —— preſent; who ſeemed 
5 . * aſhamed 


| Hints" . 


much talk; and which has not been 
eee eee re hhe affieedh, | 
ings, he was abſent on Tueſday Sept. 7, 1779, 
the particular day when the Election came 


Fr. exprefling © great concern at being to 


1 47 * 
eee es 


* ordered that no entry ſhould be made f 


« jt on their minutes; but whoſe names he 
4 would tranſmit to Ts if nen at a 


* future opportunity.” 
Mr. W. by the return of the- volt; defred, 


| ee of the names might be ſent to 
* him; left he ſhould be led thereby into 


* entertaining an unfavourable idea of any 


« particular perſons; which he ſhould not 
« if they were unknown. He lamented 
« that a Society profefling to be Ch. 1 


« and for the promoting of Chriſtianity, ſhould 


« reject a perſon willing to contribute his Mite | 
to their good deſigns, for no reaſon he could 
46 conceive, but n he Had: nen i 


10 de thoſe who difer from ws: But he | 


« enter it fairly on their ane He did 


| curate. However, i in ts; to prove ae He 


was in Chriſtian Charity with the Society, he 


incloſed a * for 4 20; which — 


ſired 
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But he truſted that this con- 


e give no offenſe to the 
ciety at large; however it might touch 
| 1 of ſome. 
the moſt reprobate libertine, it was 
5 | onght fit to receive from bim 
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Eo graphs ; or to make any reply whatſoever, | 
| _ er any remarks upon them; but only ſhewed 


members of the ſociety, as well as others who 
[kad bien HOON it, the wy letters which 


3G * 
8 * 


ig 
24 4.44. 


its 9 But it was found to be 
e ſe. In a converſation two years after; 
| _ with Abp. Cornwallis, concerning the , 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel, his Grace 
offered to propoſe Mr. W. as a member. To 
that he replied, © that he would very chear- 
7 | contribute to the p oſes of that ſo- 
I ciety; and ſhould be proud of his Grace's 
recommendation: but he thought it in- 
1 cumbenton him, previouſly to let his Grace 
1 and, if he wiſhed it, to ſhew him the letters.“ 


the Secretary of that Corpora 
. don him by the Archbiſhop 8 order; 
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4 50 1 
. his Grace defired to know, whether he - 
: . wiſhed his name to bs withdrawn.” He 
Waited on the Archbiſhop the next morning; 
and told him, * That he ſhould be much vexed 
that any one honored 2 his Grace's 
© countenance, ſhould be 4 admiſſion as 
,a member: otherwiſe, that he was himſelf 
indifferent about it. He was very certain 
* that he had never done any thing to deſerve 

e ſuch treatment from any perſon whatſo- . 

e ever; and therefore had confidered his re 
© & jection at the other ſociety, as reflecting * 
«« greater diſgrace upon them, than upon him- 1 

_ — _ _ ſelf. The Archbiſhop ſaid, © He thought fo 

—_ . too: but it had appeared to him proper to 

—_— appriſe Mr. W. of the letter he had re- 

_— 0 ceived; though, ſo far as related to him- 

« ſelf, he ſhould not regard it; and he cer- 
* tainly would not withdraw the name un- 

_ « jeſs Mr. W. deſired it.” The name was not 
withdrawn. The Archbiſhop propoſed it in re- 
gular courſe, at the third monthly meeting of 

the Board. The ballot was taken. One ne- F 

= gative was found on opening the box. But, 7 

A * it is * che cuſtom on ſuch an event, to 
1 ö | = | : ns 8 
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GE et the ballot; leſt one ſingle negative, 
which would decide the election, ſhould have 
been put in by miſtake; on taking it a ſe⸗ 
cond time, the votes were all in the affirm- 
ative. Mr. W. ys admitted at a EO OE 


Meeting. 


Upon theſe facts i 6 will * ſuch | 
a conſtruction as he judges right: Mr. W. 


| thought himſelf juftified in aſcribing the ano- 
nymous letter, to thoſe who had been moſt 
active in the ſlight paſſed upon him by the 5 
Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. 


Indeed that ſeemed to be fully confirmed | 


ſeven years after; by a fimilar miſrepreſenta- 


tion of his reading-in at St. Vedaſt's, revived, 


and officiouſly communicated from them to his 
 Grace's ſucceſſor; inſtead of ſeizing an op- 


portunity, which with Mr. W's conſent was 
afforded them by the Biſhop of Ely, of re- 


trieving the character of a Chriſtian Society, 
by ſhewing Chriſtian forgiveneſs towards a 
Brother; whom indeed they once, nine years 
before, had ſuppoſed to be in fault; but who 


yet had never done any one thing ſince that 
time to which the moſt cenſorious could ob- 
2 : . E 2 * 


* "305 
$ . 


ment towards a reſpeclable Societ 
true Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, he muſt ſtil! 

hold himſelf ready, to give them the right 
hand of fellowſhip ; if ever they ſhall think 


T7 #1 


ject; and whoſe only offenſe towards ths # 
had ever been, the offering to open his purſe, 
perhaps a little wider than was cuſtomary, to 

| e the profeſſed deſign of their inſtitu- 


That was the ſole reaſon, ever alleged 
05 any of the Society to him, for the rejection. 


An Error, if that allegation bad been che truth, 
yy eaſily to be rectiſied. 


However, by their tithes dence 


in 1788 to a decifion in 1779, of which they 


themſelves had aſhamed ; and by their 
endeavors to injure his character with our 
preſent Metropolitan, as they had in vain 


_ attempted with the laſt; they have placed 


him on the higher ground. Yet ſhall not that 
move him to ſhew the leaſt ſpark of reſent- 


fit on their own motion to reconſider the 
matter, or intimate any inclination to have it 


moved, and to hold forth theirs. As to thoſe 
Individuals who could ſuffer themſelves to be- 
ROO liberally ; 5 are beneath the notice ; 


"oF 


tal 


of Mr. W. in any other way; than by a 5 
blaring, as he now does thus publicly, that 
whoever the Leaders were in 1779, or in 
1781, or in 1788, (whoſe names to this day 
he knows not, and wiſhes not to know) they 
have forgiveneſs from him. May they return 
to a better mind: and may they be forgiven of 
the Lord; who knows the truth of every 
word that is here mind. and 25 ſecrets of ll | 
our hearts, 
Yet has not all this been be its con- 
| Finn Finding his labours in the miniſtry 
of the Goſpel, ſo liable to be miſrepreſented ; 
through the unchriſtian perverſeneſs of ſome, 
| who yet profeſs to be teachers of it; he be- 
came diſheartened: his ſpirit has ſunk on the 
thought of aſcending a pulpit ; his zeal has 
ſlackened; he has felt a diſinclination to at- 
tending any large afſemblies of the Clergy ; 
and at length it has determined him, to pro- 
ſecute his endeavours in the line of the Pro- 
feſſion no farther. For him to write on any _ 
ſubject in Divinity, could now do no ſervice. 
There would be an obſtinate renitence in 
thoſe, who affect to appropriate orthodoxy to 
font . 3 themſelves 


ta! 


themſelves, againſt receiving any thing from 
his pen: though in reſpect of the greater part 
of the articles of our Church, he is no farther 
diſtant from the literal orthodoxy of it, than 
they are. But to enter the field of contro- 
verly never was his ambition : He always la- 
mented the acrimony with which it is uſually 
carried on: And he clearly ſaw, that He could 
not attempt to render himſelf uſeful beyond 
the boundaries of his own Pariſhes, and ſcarce- 
ly within thoſe in London, without * 
himſelf to much obloqur 
Thereupon he turned his ailing to a pur 
air which had afforded him much comfort 
in thoſe times when the Doubts concerning 
Subſcription engaged his anxious thoughts: the 
ſtudy of Aſtronomy. To that he has dedicated 
much more time than ever had been intended 
by him, or than ever would have been be- 
ſtowed by him upon it; had he found he could 
employ thoſe hours in the walk of his Pro- 
feſſion, with any proſpect of advantage to 
Mankind. In Aſtronomy he truſted, that he 
mould be at a diſtance from any of the jea- | 
| _ any 9 of narrow - 
ö minded 
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of them juſt in the fame way, as himſelf. 


minded 1 1 "hi is a walk, far above. 


their comprehenſion. . There he could allow 
his thoughts to range, without fear of giving 


_ offenſe. ..He could look up to the heavens, 


and adore his Maker, and admire His works, 
without preſuming to pry into His Eſſence; or 
daring, or even entertaining the moſt diſtant - 
wiſh, to conſign to eternal perdition, thoſe who 
do not ſee things juſt in the ſame light, or judge 


5 


Buy Aſtronomy he was. led in thought, far 


beyond this ſublunary world of ours, and all 
its petty ſquabbles ; and to ſuppoſe, that thoſe 
vaſt bodies he diſcerns above, muſt be peopled 
with their ſeveral gradations of inhabitants; ; 


and thoſe inhabitants mult be objects of the 


Divine favour, as much as man. And ſince 
it is not improbable, that ſome among ſo 


many may have been found diſobedient; he 
muſt ſuppoſe that, if they ſtood in need of 


Redemption, they have been redeemed, or 
may yet be to be redeemed, in ſuch way as 
the Almighty judges beſt ſuited to each. Ti 9 
confine his thoughts to this earth of ours, 


never was the Syſtem of his Religion. 


g "WS To 


| Deity 


| himſelf took ddd nature upon Him, and 


became a perfect man, according to the 


Athanaſian Syſtem; or whether a mere 


man, i.e. a perfect man, was inſpir 


guided, or ſuperinduced by an afflatus from 5 
the Deity, according to the Socinian Hypo- | 


theſis; always appeared to him much 'more 
nearly allied in reality, than either of the 

parties would chooſe to grant. A Diſpute it 
is, perhaps at the bottom, 


trines built upon this foundation, on either 
| tide, by ſubtil diſtinctions, and forced con- 


bath parties towards each other, on a Matter 


not fathomable by the human underſtanding ; 


he moſt certainly muſt ever ou to. be un- 
e. and uncbriſtiun. e 


But the Idea, that THE Gus ee | 
| 1— Derty, ſurrounded by my- 
riads of Angels and heavenly Spirits, may 


have created man by the miniſtration of TE 
AxcnAN OEL ITE Archangel Michael ; the 


Hs or * to us] and may have 
5 „ 


ttom, very little more 
than a diſpute upon words: while the Doc- 


tions; and the mne of Cenſure in 


— 
R 
ccc 
„ e 
- „ 
= 


II 9 1 


8 9 


r n 


an example to mai 


ar dis 


T4 d 


3 the ſuperintendence of man upon 
this earth to him; and by him revealed His will 
to the Iſraelites; and by bim, redeemed mankind; 


ſending him in the Form of man, yet as His Son, 


the Son oF e chil World of ours; to 
be the Mediator, the only Mediator between 
God and men; not to reconcile God to man 
_ {the holy ſcriptures talk not that language) 


but to reconcile man to God]; to inſtru 


man in the will and the ways of God; to be 
ind; to die for man; to 
riſe again, by the power committed to him; 
to aſcend into heaven; to intercede for man; 
to receive the prayers, and conduct the af- 


fairs of bi Church, dil &e derum again in 


glory to reign in bis kingdom, and judge 
mankind, before dhe confurimation- of all | 
to Gop, even the Father; this Idea (Cavil- 


au foul] now be cold} hay: e 90 the 


Author, moſt conſonant with thoſe holy Scrip- 
4 ne, which he ſolemnly and conſcrentionfly. 
promiſed, when he entered into holy Orders, 


1 aa ee ſale Rule of bis Faith. And that 


the Hol Y SIRIT or Go, ſhould be commiſ- 
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| Goned by the Deity, to guide "we 8 


mankind ; has appeared to him agreeable to 


the voice of Scripture, and to have nothing 
difficult in the conception: though the whole 
of theſe things he does not pretend to under- 
ſtand ; and there are many queſtions may be 
aſked which he preſumes not to reſolve. 
Neither has it ſeemed to him to be any forced 
conſtruction of language, to call ther cem. 


munications by either of theſe Spirits, com- 


munications by or from Gop. Neither is ĩt 
unreaſonable or unſcriptural to allow, that 


other Spirits may at times have been ne on 
various occaſions to Man. 5 


This leaves the Mind open to the 3 


that communications in the ſame way, by the 


ſame or by others of the Angelic Hoſt, may 


have been made to the rational inhabitants of 


other Sphæres. And ſurely ſuch a thought, 


if not within the limits of what has been 
eſteemed Orthodoxy, c cannot merit vue ſevere 


. . ; 


- To quarrel with any one about it, x E never 


mu NOR EVER WILL. That would core 
_ be —— of cenſure; becauſe. it is 


"I 
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contrary to Chriſtian benevolence, that 75 7 | 
of a truly orthodox Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt: 
more eſpecially fince theſe are Matters which 
cannot as yet clearly be known; and on which 
he is as liable to miſtake as another man. 
Neither would uz ever perplex an audience | 
with ſuch enquiries. Enthuſiaſm may miſ- / 
lead a perſon, into greater warmth in defenſe 
of an opinion which he /fncerely holds, than is 
proper; or than in his cooler moments he 
may judge right; but the true Chriſtian ſhould 
beware of being ſo miſled. An unuſual opi- 
nion may be broached by ſome, and main- 

_ tained by ſophiſtry; with a view to diſplay 
their parts or their learning: Or an e/ftab/iſhed 
one may be profeſſed by others, and ſupported 
with dogmatic pride, and ſharp cenſure on 
_ thoſe who queſtion. its truth; in order to bring 
a man into notice, and pave the way for Pre- 
ferment. Theſe things are not uncommon. 
But whoever is guided by the true Chriftian 
i guns will abhor all ſuch practice. 
To Aſtronomy therefore, Mr. W. gave up 
much of his time : thinking therein he could 
render himſelf uſeful to mankind ; without 
3 | inter · 


1 en from * wat of the 4 
who never have thought enough, to know what 


it is to dowbr, or to have any feeling for thoſe 


who do: and whoſe ungenerous conduct to- 


of Chriſtians, has ſometimes tempted him, in 
the frailty of human nature, to repent of ever 
having condeſcended to enter into the. fame 5 
order with /ach Men. 
ee 
his friends have at times thought - -he looked 
towards them; and ſome did ſuppoſe he cer- 
tainly would have been called to them: more 
eſpecially when he was ſurrounded by Minis 
| "ters of State, and had two of the Cabinet 
among his Pariſhioners, with whom he had 
lived in habits of intimacy, For his own part, 
he never was ambitious of the parade attend- 
2 an adus ſtation. He knew his own 
comfort: and that no fituation in life could be 
more beben than that in which he 
had the happineſs of being placed; and in 
Which it had been his ſtudy to make himſelf 
reſpected and beloved. Could a larger ſphære 
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Nink nom it: I bot he queſtioned whether it 1 
7 OY be defireable enough, for him to ſollicit 


- Perhaps it might enable him better to 
. for a family of fix Sons and nine 


Daughters, who have lived to grow up. But 
it certainly would tend to enlarge his expenſes, 
and their ideas: and very poſſibly he might 
not find himſelf able, fo well to come up to 


them. On their account therefore, as well as 
his own comfort, had it been ever ſo certainly 


in his power to force himſelf into preferment, 
he always doubted much whether it would 
be adviſeable to him. His connections indeed 
made it not quite impoſſible he might have . 


ſucceeded, had he been follicitous for ad- 


vancement: and his being told once, that he 


muſt not be diſappointed if the next Biſhop- 


rick was not conferred on him, / becauſe it 
was intended for another; ſhewed that ſome 


perſons thought ſuch a thing not unlikely. 


Vet many may think that probabilities were 
always againſt him; and many, that he never 

was equal to ſuch a ſtation. Be that as it 
may. An Iriſh Biſhoprick was at one. time 


OY" — to bim by way of ex- 
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change: and he believes that arrangement 


might have taken place, had he approved of 


it: but he never hæſitated one moment on 


that head. One of the ſmalleſt of the Engliſh 


ones, he ſome years ago did intimate a with 


that he could obtain above all others; be- 
_ _ *- cauſe that was ſuch as would not have called 
him away from Chiſlehurſt, which he had 


always determined he never would leave while 


he could retain it: but a little coldneſs in the 
reception, put by the thought entirely, which 
never was reſumed. His name once got into 


the papers for the Biſhoprick of St. Davids; 
and ſo far gained credit, that he was aſked 
= expectants concerning the preferment he 
ſhould quit: but a name is often read'd in a 
new! paper, without its ever having been i in 


the contemplation of the Miniſter. 


. His Ambition has been ; to Ie Gf 


as uſeful i in the World, as thoſe circumſtances 


and that moderate ſhare of abilities whi h 
have fallen to his lot, have enabled him to at- 
tempt: and his endeavours have been; toeducate 
a very large family in thoſe ſentiments. In re- 


ſpect of himſelf; he has had the happineſs of 


- - Doing 
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bein g provided entirely to his comfort. In eſpe 


of his Family; they have for the moſt part 


fulfilled his wiſhes. There is no ſituation in 
this world without its rubs ; but he ought to 


; acknowledge, and be thankful, that he has had 


leſs than his proportion of them. Too far 


advanced in life to expect he ſhall be capable 
of doing much more, in any Station; his hope 


and his aim of late years have been, to get the 
ſeveral branches of his family rewarded ; for 


that deep ſenſe of religion, that ſtedfaſt loyal- 
ty, and that indefatigable attention to their 


reſpective. occupations, which he feels the 


ſiatisfaction of having inſtilled into them with 


ſucceſs ; whereby they may deſerve the notice 


of the Public; and, whether noticed or not, 
they certainly will ſecure the BLESSING oF 
Gov, and their own Comfort. 
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* _ . - Publications by the ſame Author, 


Sold by G. and T. Wi xx, N- 575 Pater-Nofter-Row, 


An ADDRESS to the Clergy of the Church of England in 
particular, and to all Chriſtians in general. Humbly propoting 
an Application to the Right Reverend the Biſhops, or throug 
their Means to the Legiſlature, for ſuch Relief in the Matter of 
Subſcription, as in their Judgements they ſhall ſee proper: to- 

er with the Author's Sentiments of the preſent Forms ; and 


| his Reaſons for ſuch an Application. 6d. 


The State of SUBSCRIPTION to the Articles and Liturgy 


of the Church of England, towards the Cloſe of the Year 1773, 


with a View of its Progreſs from the Beginning, and of the Al- 
terations that have been made in it by the late Debates. Re- 


. commended to the moſt ſerious Attention of the Three Eſtates 


of the Realm. 18. 6d. oP 


. 


- QUERIES relating to the Boox-of COMMON PRAYER, 
c. with propoſed Amendments. - Addreſſed to thoſe in Autho- 
_ rity, and ſubmitted to their Conſideration. 1s.  _. 


A DISCOURSE on the NarTvxg and Uss of 


"CONFIRMATION. 6d. 


The Preface to a 8 cimen of « Jv ASTRON OMI- 
CAL CATALO arranged in Zones of North Polar Diſ- 


_ tance and adapted to Jan. 1, 1790; giving an Account of the 


Work which is now in the Preſs, and what may be expected 


A GENERAL ASTRONOMICAL CATALOGUE, 
arranged in ZONES of North Polar Diſtance, and adapted 
to Jan. 1, 1790: containing a b View of the 
mean Poſitions of Stars, Nebulæ, and Cluſters of Stars, as 
they come out upon Calculation from the Tables of ſeveral 


8 Wee e Obſervers; together with a Propoſal for ſetting on 
oot 10 


me regular Method of obſerving the Heavens, ee 


the concurrent Aſſiſtance of Aſtronomers in all Nations; in 


to form a more perfect Regiſter of their preſent State, and diſ- 
cover any Alterations to which they may regularly be ſubject, 


or which they may at any Time hereafter undergo. zl. 38. in 


Two 
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Two SERIIONS predcbed iy the rig Church of Obige. 


in Kent. The Firſt on Friday, ApriF 19/1793, bein g the 
D appointed for a General Faſt. The Scot In Sunday, 
une 2, upon reading his Majeſty's Letter in Behalf of a Col- - 


jection for the French Clergy. 1. 
"A SERMON preached in the Church of the united Pariſhes 


of St. Vedaſt Foſter, and St. Michael-le-Quera, London, on 
bruney #8, 2794: being the Day appointed for a 


Friday, Fe 
eral Faſt. 18. 


JireRtions for making an univerſal MERIDIAN D AL, 


capable of being ſet to any Latitude; which ſhall give the 
Mean Salar Time of Noon, by Inſpe&ion, without any Cal- 


; 5 8 N 5 
4 5 1 * - * MW * 
'ALSO 8 55 e 


' A COELESTIAL PLANISPH ARE, for affiſting Students 


in Aſtronomy in learning the Principal Conſtellations. En- 


3 d dy Jon Cazxy, No. 181; fold alſo by 
Wirtin Saar, Optician, No. 182, Strand. 


nd * 


Preparing for the Preſs. 


* 


a CATALOGUE of STARS within 2 f. of the North 
Pole, obſerved by the Author with a Tranſit Circle (deſcribed 


by him in the Phil. Tranſ. Vol. LXXXIII. p. 133.) and re- 
duced to Jan. 1, 1800. Together with a Map of that Portio1 


of the Heavens on a large Scale. 


lt is a ended that it et be two years before 
the reſult of theſe Obſervations _ be thought worthy 
of the public eye. But an Aſtronomer who ſhall wiſh 
to have any particulars communicated to him, ſhall 
freely have what information can be given him, upon ap- 
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